September 2011 Newsletter  
Language

Week of  Sept 5th-Ll
Week of  Sept 12th-Tt
Week of Sept 19th-I i
Week of Sept 26th-Jj
Math
Concentrating on numeral names 1-5 and counting the quantity associated with each numeral.  We will also be studying the shapes of circle and square and then comparing these one dimensional shapes with their 3 dimensional equivalents of cube, sphere and cylinder.
Practical Life
This area of the classroom is located in the kitchen and the works create independence, develop concentration and coordination and set the order for the entire Montessori environment.  The skills acquired here promote a positive self image as the children learn, use, and master everyday self-help skills.  
This month we continue to practice our Ground Rules of walking feet, quiet voices, receiving lessons before initiation of work, and working nicely with friends!  

We will receive a lesson on Water Exploration and Washing Hands at the pitcher and basin area.  We will also be cooking with our zucchini from the Gardens!

Cultural Science

We are finding states within the U.S. that correlate with the Letter sound study for each week.  Example:  Week of Sept 5th, we will locate Alabama and Arkansas.  If any of you have trinkets or fun facts about any of the states, please donate your knowledge to help make our studies more fun.  Maybe some great books, food, art, etc……
Our seasons study will continue this month with and arts and crafts tree project.  The children will be creating and gluing a summer tree!

Also, a study of “ourselves” beginning with and all about me “hands” project.  Then creating simple bio sheets by pasting pictures of items we like and dislike.  

Birthday’s for September
Will Marshall 9/3.  Happy 3rd Birthday!!         Gracie Young 9/10.  Happy 4th Birthday!
Logan Lane 9/25.  Happy 4th Birthday!!
Donations

*Old non-stick pans                                                  *Sand for our outside sandbox
*Paste (the old fashioned thick glue)                        *Hand sanitizer              
About the “News Period”
We will begin “news” the week of Sept 5.  We have created a “news” schedule this year so that we don’t receive too many news items each week.  When it’s your child’s time please make sure your child observes our “news” rules.  

The “News Period” is very similar to show and tell, however;  in the Montessori Classroom it is a crucial part of the Language Curriculum.  During the “News Period” your child will be asked to stand, present his or her news by showing the object if the child has one, and by speaking about it.  Here is where it differs from show and tell;  the other children will then receive a short amount of time to interview the “News” or “Anchor” person.

We ask that your child bring something of real value to them, NOT JUST A TOY!  Toys tend to be thrown around, make children get goofy and lose the interest of the group quite quickly.  Whereas, when the child brings in a new sibling, a favorite pet or photos from a vacation or surgery, these things capture the attention of the others around them.  “News” can correlate with a study we are doing each month, as well to help broaden all of the children’s understanding of the topic, making it more concrete for them.  

The “News Period” practices children with a very important social rule in our society:  Turn Taking.  The children learn and practice speaking and listening and then understand when it is appropriate to do each in a conversation.  
The “News” person will be highlighted on the monthly activities calendar that is sent home with the newsletter.  Please do not bring news unless your child has been selected for that week.  
Thank You!

Ms. Erin
Important Dates in September
NO SCHOOL
Sept 2nd in observation of Labor Day
Sept 5th in observation of Labor Day
Sept 23rd Staff Development Day

PICTURE DAY
Teddy Bear Portraits will be here on Thursday Sept 8th for individual, sibling and class pictures.  They will be here at 9:00 AM and 1:00PM.  If your child does not attend school on Thursday, we would still love for them to attend.  You can talk to me about switching Wednesday for Thursday.  If you’ve ordered pictures from Teddy Bear Portraits in the past you know how AWESOME they are.  Please remember to dress your child up in a “memorable” outfit.  

Prior to pictures I need all parent permission forms turned in.  These were in the white packet given to you on Back to School Night.  We cannot have your child’s picture taken without this slip!!  Last year all kids received a free t-shirt with their picture on it just for getting his or her picture taken regardless of order.  We’d love for all of the kids to be here so they are in our class composition picture.  

GARAGE SALE

The BMS Garage Sale will be held Saturday, September 10th at the Mile High Flea Market.  Thanks to all of you who have offered to donate your time helping for this event.  If you have any items you’d like to donate please bring them in prior to September 9th.  Arc has offered to pick up our items and take them to the Flea Market on Friday.  We will be donating all leftover merchandise to Arc after the event!  For each family that attends the Garage Sale, Mile High Marketplace will donate $1 to the school.  You simply need to bring the attached flier with you on Sept 10th and hand it to the person at the gate entrance.  

APPLEBEES PANCAKE FUNDRAISER
Well it’s time for our first fundraiser and it’s a good one!!  We will be having a Pancake Fundraiser at the Applebees in Brighton on Saturday September 17th from 7:30-10:00 AM.   Cost is $5 and includes all you can eat pancakes, sausage and drink.  For each person that attends, BMS will get $3!!  This means that if each child sells just 10 tickets or donates $30 (the price we will receive for 10 tickets sold) that we will raise over $1000.  Your help in selling tickets is very important in the success of this fundraiser…..ask family and friends to come and help support our non-profit!!  PLUS—They will get a great AND inexpensive meal!!  Tickets and more information will be going home next week!!  THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!

PIZZA FRIDAY
Pizza Fridays for September will be held on Sept 9th and Sept 30th.  Please send in your $5 (which includes pizza and drink) plus an extra hour of school each of these days!!  Pickup time for pizza Friday is 12:30PM sharp!  Please refer to the handout that was sent home for more details.  

